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43.000 Scope of part.

This part prescribes policies and pro-
cedures for preparing and processing
contract modifications for all types of
contracts including construction and
architect-engineer contracts. It does
not apply to—

(a) Orders for supplies or services not
otherwise changing the terms of con-
tracts or agreements (e.g., delivery or-
ders under indefinite-delivery con-
tracts); or

(b) Modifications for extraordinary
contractual relief (see part 50).

Subpart 43.1—General

43.101 Definitions.

Administrative change means a unilat-
eral (see 43.103(b)) contract change, in
writing, that does not affect the sub-
stantive rights of the parties (e.g., a
change in the paying office or the ap-
propriation data).

Change order means a written order,
signed by the contracting officer, di-
recting the contractor to make a
change that the Changes clause author-
izes the contracting officer to order
without the contractor’s consent.

Contract modification means any writ-
ten change in the terms of a contract
(see 43.103).

Effective date has various meanings
based on the circumstances in which it
is used:

(a) For a solicitation amendment,
change order, or administrative
change, the effective date shall be the
issue date of the amendment, change
order, or administrative change.

(b) For a supplemental agreement,
the effective date shall be the date
agreed upon by the contracting parties.

(c) For a modification issued as a
confirming notice of termination for
the convenience of the Government,
the effective date of the confirming no-
tice shall be the same as the effective
date of the initial notice.

(d) For a modification converting a
termination for default to a termi-
nation for the convenience of the Gov-
ernment, the effective date shall be the
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same as the effective date of the termi-
nation for default.

(e) For a modification confirming the
termination contracting officer’s pre-
vious letter determination of the
amount due in settlement of a contract
termination for convenience, the effec-
tive date shall be the same as the effec-
tive date of the previous letter deter-
mination.

Supplemental agreement means a con-
tract modification that is accom-
plished by the mutual action of the
parties.

43.102 Policy.

(a) Only contracting officers acting
within the scope of their authority are
empowered to execute contract modi-
fications on behalf of the Government.
Other Government personnel shall
not—

(1) Execute contract modifications;

(2) Act in such a manner as to cause
the contractor to believe that they
have authority to bind the Govern-
ment; or

(3) Direct or encourage the con-
tractor to perform work that should be
the subject of a contract modification.

(b) Contract modifications, including
changes that could be issued unilater-
ally, shall be priced before their execu-
tion if this can be done without ad-
versely affecting the interest of the
Government. If a significant cost in-
crease could result from a contract
modification and time does not permit
negotiation of a price, at least a max-
imum price shall be negotiated unless
impractical.

(c) The Federal Acquisition Stream-
lining Act of 1994, Public Law 103-355
(FASA), and Section 4402 of the
Clinger-Cohen Act of 1996, Public Law
104-106, authorize, but do not require,
contracting officers, if requested by the
prime contractor, to modify contracts
without requiring consideration to in-
corporate changes authorized by FASA
or Clinger-Cohen Act amendments into
existing contracts. Contracting officers
are encouraged, if appropriate, to mod-
ify contracts without requiring consid-
eration to incorporate these new poli-
cies. The contract modification should
be accomplished by inserting into the
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